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Charleston’s Rowing Club continues to expand

The College of Charleston
Rowing Club has grown to
unprecedented member-
ship numbers and has had
increased success at regat-
tas, The team has also
added to its armada with
two ‘new’ eights, a Hudson
and a Vespoli.

The College also partook
in some different regattas
in a search for better com-
petition as the Men’s Var-
sity serit boats to both the
Head of the Charles in
Boston and the Knecht
Cup in Philadelphia.

Also in the spirit of in-
creased competition, the
College sent small boats to
several of the regattas.
Scullers Hank Hays, Jo-
seph Berger, Charlie Wells,
Summer Landrith and
Cammi Stanko all com-

peted in sculling events for
the college. The crew looks
to do more work in small
boats in years to come as
our oarsmen become more
refined.

The College began what
might be a wonderful
friendship with the Reso-
lute Racing Shell company
and both Men’s Varsity 4’s
rowed in a borrowed Reso-
lute at the Dad Vails. The
Crew is hoping to row
many more races in Reso-
lute shells.

Charleston city approved
the building of a boat-
house facility in Brittle
Bank park that will very
well be hosting Charleston
Crew in just a few years.
Such a facility would be an
incredible resource to the
Crew and will definitely

bring it to a new status
level. Presently the Crew
rows out of a parking lot
and our increased mem-
bership is causing some
serious growing pains.

The Crew looks forward
to another promising year
of growth and expanded
success. Watch out for

Charleston Crew. We’re on
the upswing.

Men’ s Varsity at
Charles. Photo by W. Wil-
liams.

Men’s Varsity competes in Head of the Charles

The College of Charleston
Rowing Club sent two
boats to the 2010 Head of
the Charles in Boston.

Racing in the Collegiate
Eight was a group consist-
ing of mostly sophomores
that rowed a clean race
but failed to earned a
guaranteed return. The
crew consisted of stroke
Charlie Wells, Hank Hays,
Shane Silpe, Drew

Dauscher, JP Bleacher,
Marco Rodriguez, Evan
Farkas, Joseph Berger,
and coxswain Rainey Pat-
terson.

The Lightweight 4 con-
sisting of Sam Dickey,
Matt Hill, Brandon Zoell-
ner, BP Perrin, and Kris-
ten DeAndrade chased
boats from the Ivy Leagues
and the Iraqi National
Team but were held up at

a bridge wherein another
crew’s failure to yield
caused a boat-stopping
collision. Regardless, the
Lights still came in 15th.

The trip was an exhilarat-
ing one and gave the Men’s
Varsity a taste of what top
notch competition is like.



gh riding on the
Ashley River. Photo
by B. Vandershauw

“Their
successes
brought
something
new to the
team:
Respect.”

N, l).‘

Warren Williams in
the Men' s

College of Charleston

Charleston Head Race

Charleston hosted its first
annual Head Race on the
Ashley river last October.
Masters, Juniors, and Col-
legiate rowers partook in a
scenic race starting at the
Battery and ending in view
of the Citadel.

The regatta was plagued
by poor weather conditions
and a few boats flipped or
sank. The Charleston V8
took on so much water

that the majority of the
crew had to abandon ship
so that the boat didn’t
completely sink on its
maiden race.

The race will be held
again this fall and every
fall thereafter. The regatta
was a financial success
and there are hopes that
future regattas will be even
more lucrative.

Head of the Hooch & Head of the South

The remainder of the Head
season was successful.

The returning men’s light
4 of Dickey, Hill, Zoellner,
and Perrin took gold at
both the Hooch and the
South. The men’s 4 of
Charlie Wells, Hank
Hays,Sean Monahan, and
Joseph Berger took bronze
at the South. Wells also
took silver in the Novice

single at the South. The
women’s novice eight took
silver at the South.

With so many medals
won, this was easily one of,
if not the, best fall seasons
that Charleston Crew has
ever had. Continued work,
better equipment, and grit
will be fundamental to the
crew doing even better this
upcoming fall.

Men’s Varsity Lightweight 4

The Lightweight 4 was a
product of last spring. The
boat was successful from
the first race and eventu-
ally won SIRA and placed
second at the Dad Vails,
the first time a Charleston
boat has medaled at the
prestigious regatta.

The crew consisted of
senior stroke Sam Dickey,
senior Matt Hill, senior

Brandon Zoellner, and jun-
ior BP Perrin. After win-
ning the Hooch and the
South in the fall the 4+
won gold at SERCs, Au-
gusta Invitational, and
Lanier Sprints. They then
travelled to Philly to face
better crews in the Knecht
Cup where they narrowly
placed third in a close
race. At SIRAs they took
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Much recognition should
go to Cammi Stanko for
being the unmoving force
that caused this regatta to
be a success.

Also of note. A few mem-
bers of the crew travelled
to the Atlanta Erg Sprints
for some pain and glory.
The year before only five
novice had gone. Wells won
the 500m sprint. The At-
lanta Erg Sprints should
see an even larger contin-
gent of Charlestonians
next year.

third again despite the
stroke having broke his
hand only a day prior.

While they were not as
successful at this years
Dad Vail, these four oars-
men have shown what this
team is capable of. Their
successes brought some-
thing new to the team: Re-
spect.
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Spring Sprint Races
Spring Medals:
-SERCs
Men’s Light 4+, Gold
-Augusta Invitational
Men’s Frosh 4+, Gold
Men’s Light 4+, Gold

Men’s Varsity 8+, Gold

Women’s Varsity 4+, Gold

Men’s Varsity 4+, Silver
-John Hunter

Men’s Varsity 4+, Bronze

-Lanier Sprints
Men’s Light 4+, Gold
Women’s Varsity 4+, Gold
Mixed 8+, Gold
Mixed 8+, Silver
Men’s Varsity 4+, Silver
Men’s Frosh 8+, Bronze
-Clemson Sprints
Men’s Varsity 4+, Silver

Men’s Varsity 8+, Silver

Women’s Varsity 4+, Silver

Men’s Novice 4+, Bronze

Website Renovation and Warren Williams

When Warren Williams
wasn’t taking pictures of
the crew team, maintaining
a few jobs, and personally
leading the assault on
Osama bin Laden, he de-
signed a new website. The
previous one had become
antiquated and work was
very much needed. The
new website has drawn
thousands of viewers and

has even been featured on
Row2k.com.

The website is still grow-
ing and expanding and
hopes are to have a secon-
dary page just for alumni
up once poor weather
keeps Warren inside for a
few hours.

The team honored Warren
with his own jacket at the

Novices, Novices, Novices!

The team was not left
wanting for novices this
year as successful recruit-
ment brought in droves of
shining new faces. Many
of them would last only
days, weeks or a season
but they would be replaced
shortly by even more nov-
ices. The women’s novice
squad finished with about

thirty girls on their roster
with many more having
tried out the sport. The
men’s novice squad,
coached by the new Coach
Rick, settled around a
dozen or so oarsman.

Their successes were off
and on but they undoubt-
edly will be assets when
they make the move up to

Women’s Novice 8+ Bronze

Women’s Novice 4+, Bronze

-Knecht Cup

Men’s Light 4+, Bronze
-SIRA

Men’s Light 4+, Bronze
-ACRA

Men’s 1x, Bronze

For in depth analysis’s of our
spring season, check out our
website! COFCCREW.ORG

end of the season. Hope-
fully we will continue to
benefit from his extraordi-
nary contributions to the
team. It truly is benefac-
tors like Mr. Williams that
allow a crew like Charles-
ton to be successful.

Varsity next year.

The team expects to be
even more successful at
recruitment in the years to
come.
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Bronze from Knecht
Cup. W. Williams

Joseph Berger at
Hooch. W. Williams

Wo me n
Eight at Head of the
South. Photo by W.

Williams.

S

Novi ce



Rainey Patterson

“They
joined a
team that

was in

simple

terms,

terrible.”

College of Charleston

The Seniors

So much could be said
about this years batch of
graduates. They joined a
team that was in simple
terms, terrible. They
brought this crew to a
higher level of success and

laid the foundations for
even greater success in
years to come.

This years newsletter rec-
ognizes these students for
their perseverance and
triumphs. We could go on
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for pages but, success
speaks for itself.

Without further ado, read
the final sentiments of our
most recent graduate oars-
men.

Matt Hill

As my four years have now
come and gone, I have
come to see that Charles-
ton crew has taught me life
lessons that are invalu-
able. Over these last few
years, I have grown as both
an athlete and a person,
on the water rowing. I
have faced hardships and
obstacles, have reached
the pinnacle of success,
and each opportunity was
provided because of
Charleston crew.

I had the unique oppor-
tunity to row in one of the
best boats Charleston has
ever seen, and yet, I strive
for the team to accomplish
more. This past year saw
all of the varsity boats ac-
complish more than any
other year. The team is
headed in a positive direc-
tion, all because of our
coach, Travis Landrith. So
to all of the rowers, please
enjoy your days on the wa-
ter racing. I wish thatI

was still a collegiate ath-
lete, so please take pride in
Charleston crew, and rep-
resent the team well. To
the alumni, the success of
the team depends upon us
now. Donations of time,
money, and experience are
all greatly needed. Please
help in any way possible.

“College teaches you how
to learn, but rowing pre-
pares you for life.”
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Sam Dickey

I started CREW with no
knowledge of the sport at
all. In high school I ran
cross country, a solo sport
with only you as the moti-
vator. Rowing was a chal-
lenge for me as dealing
with other athletes is cru-
cial if you are to succeed in
CREW and I could not
grasp that concept until
midway through college.
My favorite memory from
my years on the team
would be freshman year,
the night we were inducted

Rainey Patterson

When [ joined a motley
group of kids to row my
freshman year, I had no
idea what a positive impact
crew would have on my
life. The friends I have
made are life-long and so
are the lessons I learned.
Team leadership opportu-
nities taught me lessons
that I would have struggled
to learn elsewhere. The
sport itself promotes disci-
pline, mental acuity and
physical fitness - all impor-
tant to life after college. I
also learned what kind of
impact generosity could
have. The support and

Brandon Zoellner

After three years of being
on the team, I could not be
happier with my decision.
The team provided me with
many great opportunities
that I would never have
been able to experience
without being on crew. I
was able to build lifelong
friendships and travel to
places that I may never get
a chance to visit again. It
was not always easy to jus-

into the CREW family. The
older members on the team
lined up and crossed oars
making what seemed like
at the time a trail to a new
life, a life of rowing that I
have perpetuated for the
last four years.

If I was to leave any ad-
vice to new rowers or cur-
rent rowers, it would be to
persist on the team and
don’t quit trying to find
that elusive perfect stroke.
From sophomore year,
when our Coach Travis told

commitment we have from
family, friends, alumni,
and coaches are incredible
and the team literally
wouldn’t exist without
them. Our coaches volun-
teer their time during the
week and on weekends
when we have regattas to
make sure we are getting
the best from our college
rowing careers. Donations
from family, friends, and
alumni make it possible for
us to have boats, ergs,
equipment, travel funds,
food, and places to sleep at
regattas. This generosity
has contributed to the in-

tify staying with crew since
I was always tired and
busy with tough school
work. However, whenever it
came time for regattas and
I would get to the start of
the race course, none of
the problems that I faced
during the school week
seemed to matter anymore.
The team provided me with
structure and a form of
release from the routine
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me that my rowing endan-
gered the lives of others, to
now the stroke seat of a
boat with three other guys
who I share a regional
championship and Dad
Vail medal with, I kept go-
ing and working at it. Let-
ting yourself be coached is
also key, listen to the
coach as perfect practice
makes perfect.

“Coach

creased success Charles-
ton Crew has had over the
last few years. I can’t wait
to see how the team will
continue to progress, and I

Travis told

me that my

hope that sooner rather rowing
than later I will be able to
be one of the alumni that endangered

help keep the wheels turn-
ing. I hope to continue my
rowing career in a masters
rowing program during
graduate school and be-
yond because I honestly
can’t imagine my life with-
out it. Thank you to all of
the wonderful people who
make this team happen.

the lives of

others”

class schedule. If I had to
make my decision again
about joining the team, I
would choose to start my
freshman year instead of
my second year.

Brandon Zoellner
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2011-2012

This upcoming year may be a trying one. The team has lost some truly
integral members of its team. It will fall on the shoulders of the rising
crew to fill their seats and continue the upward swing of the team. As al-
ways, the goal will be to win as many medals as possible. Better yet, all
eyes will look towards next years Dad Vail Regatta.

Other goals will include dropping erg times, getting leaner, improving
technique, and recruiting as many freshman as possible.

We also will need to secure and maintain the welfare of our boats. We
will be working to better our position at the Marina. We have a lot of
boats in need of repair and we could really use the parts to make our
boats fast and keep them that way. Additionally, we are looking to attain
a new four as well as pairs and singles.

As always, the team’s success will be contingent on the generosity of our
benefactors as well as our hard earned cash from fundraising events.
These events and benefactors are our life blood and we are dependent
upon them.

If we have but one resource on Charleston Crew, it is the limitless en-
ergy and commitment that all the oarsman and oarswoman express every
day. This is how we will become a better team. This is how we’ll become
competitive enough to move to the next level and challenge tougher com-
petition. Charleston can be a top notch crew, it just has to make the
choice to be.

Go Cougars.

CofCCrew.org




